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Opinions expressed herein are not necessarily 
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or the Society’s policy. 

 

COMING UP: 

The TOSAQ 2026 Calendar is only 
available on the web page. 
https://www.tosaq.com.au/events/ 

 
 
Reminder: Memberships for 2026 are now 
due. Please help your Society by renewing 
early.  
 
Christie Play Nights 
Monday 13th July 
Monday 27th July 
Monday 10th August 
Monday 24th August 
Play Nights are from 7:30pm – Free  
 
Saturday 27th June 6pm 
Tony Fenelon and John Giacchi 
Tickets now available. Due to strong 
marketing, this event will be popular so early 
purchase of tickets will be advisable.  
 

 
 

Click here to donate 
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Why are you a member of TOSAQ?  
 
It is a question I have found myself reflecting on deeply over recent weeks. 
During my recent medical absence and time in hospital, I had the 
opportunity to reflect on what this wonderful organisation means to each of 
us and why we continue to give our time, energy, and support to it.  
For me, being a member of TOSAQ has ensured that I can continue a 
passion and hobby that began as a child and continued during my studies 
at the Queensland Conservatorium. It is something that brings me 

enormous enjoyment and fulfilment. However, as important as the music itself is, it is not the reason I have 
remained involved for so many years. It is the people.  
 
Through TOSAQ, I have formed countless friendships here in Brisbane, across Australia, and internationally. 
We do not simply share musical experiences. We share the journey of life together. During my recent hospital 
stay, I was deeply touched by the number of TOSAQ members who reached out through emails, phone calls, 
messages, and even hospital visits. The enduring friendships, genuine care, and kindness shown during that 
time reminded me that belonging, experiencing, and sharing are not simply words. They truly sit at the heart 
of what TOSAQ represents.  
I would like to personally thank Rick Whatson and the entire committee, who stepped up so willingly during 
my medical absence. We have a remarkable team of people who consistently go above and beyond in 
balancing their volunteer contributions alongside family and professional commitments, and I am incredibly 
grateful for their support.  
 
TOSAQ has long been recognised for its willingness to think differently to attract new audiences. Over the 
past fifteen years, innovation has ensured that we have not merely survived but genuinely thrived. Our 
upcoming Duelling Keyboards concert is another example of this spirit. Thank you to our loyal members who 
have embraced the alternative Saturday evening scheduling. With only two weeks to go, I am delighted to 
report that this event will be a financial success and represents our first standalone theatre organ concert in 
many years, outside our highly successful silent film series, to achieve this result.  
We have already pre-sold more tickets to Duelling Keyboards than any individual Music on Sundays theatre 
organ concert over the past three years. Pleasingly, our trial of zoned seating has also proven successful, 
with the premium cabaret seating in the front half of the hall selling out before the rear auditorium seating.  
I encourage all members to arrive early and embrace the social aspects of our Society. Enjoy a complimentary 
wine or fruit punch before the concert, catch up with friends, and most importantly, introduce yourself to the 
many new and first-time attendees who will be joining us. This welcoming spirit is part of what makes TOSAQ 
so special.  
 
I would also like to acknowledge long-time TOSAQ member and supporter Garry Smith and the team at 
Kawai Brisbane for their generous sponsorship of Duelling Keyboards through the provision of a magnificent 
new Kawai GX-6 semi-concert grand piano. Kawai Brisbane, conveniently located at Stafford, is home to 
Australia’s only dedicated Kawai Experience Showroom and Brisbane’s largest printed music library. They 
currently have a range of end of financial year specials across their digital and upright piano range.  
 
Be sure to read the Youth at the Christie feature article later in this edition of The Tibia, highlighting the recent 
Play Night organised by our new Patron, Dr Anthony Young. Watching young musicians explore the Christie 
and engage so enthusiastically with our members provided a wonderful reminder that the future of organ 
music remains bright when we create opportunities to belong, experience, and share.  
 
Unfortunately, I will be absent from the Duelling Keyboards concert as I travel to New South Wales to 
celebrate my grandmother’s 100th birthday. It is not every day that you have the privilege of attending a 
centenary celebration. However, I will be joining Tony Fenelon and John Giacchi at TOSA South Australia 
on Sunday 2 August for the final concert of their Australian tour in Adelaide, a performance that promises to 
be truly unforgettable.  
Vice President Rick Whatson will look forward to welcoming members and our many guests on Saturday 27 
June for Duelling Keyboards. I recently attended rehearsals and can assure you this is not a concert to be 
missed. Now is the time to finalise your transport arrangements and secure your tickets for what promises to 
be a spectacular evening of music and entertainment.  

 President’s report 



Finally, a reminder that 2026 memberships are now due. Our new online membership portal, accessible via 
the TOSAQ website, provides a simple and secure way to renew. Payments are processed through our 
Square payment system, the same trusted platform we use for event ticketing and bar sales.  
As we continue through another exciting year, may we never lose sight of what makes TOSAQ so special. 
We are stronger together through the friendships we build, the experiences we share, and our collective 
passion for preserving and celebrating this remarkable musical heritage.  
 
Belong. Experience. Share. TOSAQ – Where Music and Entertainment Fuse.  
Brett Kavanagh  
President  
 

 

  

Duelling Keyboards: A Spectacular Musical Face-Off! 

6.00pm 27th June 2026 

Doors open 5pm 

Prepare for an unforgettable evening as TOSA Q presents two of the world’s finest keyboard masters in a 

high-energy 'Duelling Keyboards' event. This isn't just a concert; it’s a masterclass in virtuosity and 

showmanship, featuring the legendary Tony Fenelon and John Giacchi. 

An Explosive Program! 

The duo will command the magnificent 1934 Christie Cinema Pipe Organ alongside the brilliance 

of virtuoso solo piano, bringing a lively and diverse repertoire to life. The program features a thrilling musical 

journey across the works of: 

• Rachmaninoff and Strauss 

• Lloyd-Webber and de Falla 

• Charles Williams and Gottschalk 

• And much more, including a show-stopping rendition of The Ghost Riders In The Sky! 

Click here to book tickets 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Volunteer support is crucial for the success of this concert. 
We need assistance on Friday night 26th June, for setting up chairs and tables and table cloths and on 
Saturday 27th during the day for arranging the foyer and bar area. If you can spare a couple of hours at any 
of these times, please contact info@tosaq.com.au  
 

Tony Fenelon & John Giacchi 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1583544
mailto:info@tosaq.com.au


  



  
 
 
 
TOSAQ is both delighted and humbled by the generosity of Kawai Brisbane, who have agreed to sponsor 
our upcoming Duelling Keyboards concert event through the provision of a magnificent Kawai GX-6 Semi-
Concert Grand Piano. 
 
This outstanding partnership will allow audiences to experience the artistry of Tony Fenelon and John 
Giacchi at the highest level, with Tony performing on one of Kawai's finest instruments alongside the 
Christie Cinema Pipe Organ. The addition of the GX-6 promises to elevate what is already shaping up to be 
one of the musical highlights of the year. 
 
Opening in April last year, Kawai Brisbane's Northside showroom has quickly established itself as a 
destination for piano lovers. The Stafford showroom is home to Australia's first Kawai Experience Centre, 
providing musicians and music enthusiasts with the opportunity to explore and compare Kawai's 
exceptional range of instruments in a welcoming environment. It also boasts Brisbane's largest printed 
music library, making it a valuable resource for performers, teachers, students, and music lovers alike. 
 
Whether you are searching for a portable digital piano, an elegant upright piano, or a world-class concert 
grand, Kawai Brisbane is well worth a visit to experience these remarkable instruments firsthand. 
 
On behalf of TOSAQ, we extend our sincere appreciation to the team at Kawai Brisbane for their support of 
live music and their contribution to making Duelling Keyboards a truly memorable event. 
 
Kawai Brisbane 
2/17 Billabong Street 
Stafford QLD 4053 
 
Phone: (07) 3050 3338 
Email: brisbane@kawai.com.au 
 
Thank you, Kawai Brisbane, for helping TOSAQ continue to bring exceptional musical experiences to our 
audiences. 

 
 

Kawai Brisbane Supports Duelling Keyboards 
 



  



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

A dedicated group of TOSAQ stalwarts gathered at the home of David and Dell Heaney to bid farewell to 
David’s illustrious theatre organ. Among them was guest artist Barry Moore, who entertained with a superb 
selection of popular music, played with customary finesse.  
 
Many of those in attendance took the opportunity to enjoy one final, meaningful experience at the console, 
with the organ in magnificent form and sounding superb. The occasion marked the close of an era defined 
by shared music, friendship, and fellowship.  
 
Over the years, David and Dell welcomed many of the visiting musicians who appeared with Gold Coast 
TOSAQ. By providing accommodation. They helped make each visit more enjoyable, particularly as the 
organ was made available for a final practice session before performances. They also regularly hosted 
members of the TOSAQ Executive, creating warm and memorable occasions to welcome visiting artists.  
 
David also managed the program for several years, organising guest artists and coordinating the lineup of 
local performers as they took their turn to entertain and hone their skills before an appreciative audience.  
Over many years, David and Dell made a significant contribution to Gold Coast TOSAQ, and they were 
warmly thanked by all in attendance for their dedication and generosity.  
 
A number of TOSAQ members attended the funeral service of the late Margaret Cornwall held on the Gold 
Coast mid-June. Margaret was a great supporter of TOSAQ, hosting home parties with her late husband 
Stan as well as being an active member of the executive while fulling the role of providore.  
 
The next musical afternoon will be held at the home of the late Peter and Joy Bartlett hosted by their 
daughter Sharon to be held Sunday 19th July.  
Your efforts are sincerely appreciated. 
 
Gary Ivory 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TOSAQ Member House Parties 2026 

 
 Gold Coast and Brisbane members are invited host home parties and this can be 
arranged by contacting Gary Ivory. We try to have one party each month to keep the 
tradition, music and fellowship alive.  Gary can be contacted by email on - 

pengary1@onthenet.com.au 

TOSAQ Gold Coast 
News 

 



 
 
 
One of the great joys of TOSAQ is witnessing young people discover the magic of the Christie 
Cinema Pipe Organ for the very first time, and our recent Monday Play Night on 1 June was a 
wonderful example of why these experiences are so important. 
 
Through the support of our new Patron, Dr Anthony Young, a group of Year 7 to Year 10 students 
from St Laurence's College joined us for a very special evening. Accompanied by their parents, 
four music teachers, and St Laurence's Old Boys, the students brought with them a genuine 
enthusiasm for music and a curiosity to learn more about the organ. 
 
Each of the students, studies music at St Laurence's College and is learning a variety of 
instruments, including organ, piano, saxophone, and violin. What was particularly heartwarming 
was that each student had their own unique story about why they wanted to attend this school 
excursion. For every one of them, there was a family connection to an organ somewhere in their 
past, sparking a desire to learn more about this remarkable instrument. 
 
The evening commenced at 6.00pm with Rick Whatson introducing the students to the Christie 
console. Rick demonstrated the many ranks, the toy counter, and the unique features that make 
the theatre pipe organ such a versatile and entertaining instrument. 
 
From there, the group split into two for guided chamber tours led by Kevin Collins, Rick Whatson, 
Kevin Purchase, and Rob Weismantel. Students ventured beneath the stage to investigate the 
wind trunking and relay systems before making their way to the console lift and then the blower 
room to discover where the Christie quite literally begins to breathe. 
 
It was also wonderful to welcome a larger-than-usual group of TOSAQ members to this special 
Monday Play Night. Among them was one of our newest member families, who first discovered 
TOSAQ through the recent screening of Blackmail and subsequently joined the Society. They 
accepted the invitation to attend and engage with our new Patron and the visiting students, further 
highlighting the connections that grow through our shared love of music. 
 
At 7.00 pm everyone came together to share a meal. Students, parents, teaching staff, Old Boys, 
and TOSAQ members enjoyed pizza and supper, creating a warm and welcoming atmosphere 
that perfectly reflected the spirit of our Society. 
 
Following dinner, it was finally time for the students to take their places at the Christie console. 
Thanks must go to David Bailey, who patiently guided each young person through registration 
choices and console navigation. It was a wonderful full-circle moment for David, sharing his 
knowledge and passion with the next generation. 
 
Members were then able to sit back, listen to these young musicians explore the Christie, and 
engage in conversation with Anthony, witnessing firsthand his passion for music education and 
young people discovering the organ. 
 
We hope this will be the first of many such evenings this year involving students from schools 
across South East Queensland. 
 
Finally, thank you to the members who arrived early to assist the committee with preparing dinner 
and supper. It was a wonderful evening that truly demonstrated the TOSAQ culture and spirit: 
experiencing exceptional music, belonging to a community of music lovers, preserving our 
heritage, and inspiring the future. 
 

Youth on the Christie 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 



 
 
 
 
TOSAQ is more than concerts and silent films. It's a community of people brought together by a shared love of live 
music, unique entertainment, and one of Queensland's most remarkable musical treasures, the Christie Cinema Pipe 
Organ. 
 
Whether you're a long-time member, a regular concertgoer, a silent film enthusiast, a musician, or someone discovering 
TOSAQ for the first time, we'd love you to be part of our community. 
 

❖ Experience unforgettable live music and film events 
❖ Belong to a welcoming community of music lovers 
❖ Share in preserving and promoting this unique art form for future generations 

 
Membership includes discounted event tickets, regular updates through The Tibia, opportunities to connect with fellow 
members, and the satisfaction of supporting a vibrant organisation dedicated to keeping live music and entertainment 
thriving. 
 
Join or renew online today: www.tosaq.com.au/membership/  
 
Our new online membership portal, accessible via the TOSAQ website, provides a simple and secure way to renew. 
Payments are processed through our Square payment system, the same trusted platform we use for event ticketing and 
bar sales. 
 
TOSAQ – Where Music and Entertainment Fuse. 
 
Brett Kavanagh 
TOSAQ President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Membership renewals are now due 

http://www.tosaq.com.au/membership/




 
The National Youth Choir of Australia, conducted by Dr Robert Braham OAM, presents a stunning selection 
of works after just one intensive week of rehearsals, including composers Caroline Shaw and Ēriks Ešenvalds 
to Australian talents Joseph Twist, Matthew Orlovich, and many more. NYCA is Australia's only truly national 
youth choir for singers aged 18-26 who are meeting in Brisbane for their 2026 residential choral workshop 
program. Find out more about us at www.nyca.org.au 
Don’t miss this opportunity to hear some of Australia's finest young choral singers! 



 

 
TOSA CONTACTS 
 
TOSA ACT (Canberra) 
3/8 Compton   
Albert Hall, Canberra 
Contact:  tosasec@emailme.com.au 

 
TOSA New South Wales 
Orion Theatre Wurlitzer 3/17;  
Marrickville Town Hall (TH) Wurlitzer 2/11;   
West Ryde Anglican Church 2/10 Christie 
Events Contact:  Geoff Brimley (02) 6351 3122. 

 
TOSA Victoria –( MTO) 
Kingston TH Wurlitzer 4/21;  
Malvern TH Compton 3/17;  
Capitol Theatre Wurlitzer 3/16;  
Coburg TH Christie/B & H 2/9;  
Regent Wurlitzer 4/36. 

 
Warragul Theatre Organ Society (VIC) 
Wurlitzer 3/10.   

 
TOSA South Australia 
Tuesdays and weekends TOSA (SA) members play 
the 4/29 Wurlitzer in their Capri Theatre, 
Goodwood Road, Goodwood (08) 8272 1177. 

 
TOSA Western Australia 
3/12 Compton.  
 John Leckie Music Centre 
25 Melvista Ave, Nedlands. 

 
Stirling Productions (WA) 
Wurlitzer 3/21 
Perth, Western Australia.   
John Fuhrmann on (08) 9447 9837.   

 
TOSA Tasmania 
Like TOSA Tasmania’s new Facebook Group for the 
latest happenings on the apple isle. 
www.facebook.com/groups/tosatas  
 
 

 
 

Click here to donate 
 

Donations and Bequests– Our 

Vision is unlimited, but our funding is 
not. Your support is vital to ensure we 
can continue to support emerging 
organists and ensure our magnificent 
Christie Cinema Pipe Organ allows 
audiences a glimpse back through time, 
into the jazzy, carefree nights of the 
golden age of cinema. Donate via the 
square link on the TOSAQ website or 
contact the Secretary to discuss 
payment options. 

An official receipt will be issued for all 
donations.  

Donations can be included with your 
membership or at any time throughout 
the year. 
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APPLICANT’S NAME  ______________________________________________________________ (Please Print) 

  
PARTNER’S NAME *  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
POSTAL ADDRESS    _____________________________________________________________ 
 
                               ___________________________________    POSTCODE _____________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS       _____________________________________________________________  
(Required for full colour version of the monthly Tibia Newsletter) 
 
TELEPHONE (Home)  (______) _________________ MOBILE _____________________ 
 

❖ I/we hereby apply to become/remain a member/ members of the Theatre Organ Society of Australia 
Queensland Division (TOSA Qld Inc.) and state that I/we will abide by the rules of the association if 
accepted as a member.  

 

Signature ___________________________________________ Date _____ /_____ / 2026 
 
Parents Signature _________________________________________ Date ____ /____ / 2026 (Required for under15 years)  
 

Membership will be granted by the management committee upon receipt of this written application. The only qualification for 
membership is a genuine interest in the theatre pipe organ as a means of entertainment. 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 

□ DOUBLE * $60 □ SINGLE $35 □ LONG DISTANCE $30 □ JUNIOR (FREE- 15Yrs & Under) 
 

I enclose payment of     $__________________ 

(Optional) donation of    $__________________  

Total Cash /Transfer / Online $__________________  

 
 

• Direct Bank Transfer Information - remember to include your name as the reference 
Account Name Theatre Organ Society of Aust Qld Divn Inc. 
BSB Number  638 070 
Account Number 5537819 
Reference   <insert your name> 
 

 
 

• This signed form and payment can be posted to:  
The Secretary 
TOSA Qld Divn Inc. 
PO Box 122 
Maleny Qld 4552 

 

 

Receipt Book Number (Cash): ______________  Electronic Transfer / Online Reference Number: _____________ 
 

www.tosaq.com.au     info@tosaq.com.au 

  

http://www.tosa-qld.org/


 
 

 
 
 
 
Majestic Theatre Pomona 

 
Current screenings and information on the theatre and organ can be found 

here Click here to read more 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Brisbane City Hall Organ Concerts 

Check the Brisbane City Hall events website for further details  
click here to read more 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Organ Society of Queensland (OSQ)     
  
 

Click here for more information 
Facebook: 
Click here for their Facebook page 

 
 
 
 
 

Gallery of Modern Art.  
 
Click here to read more   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Other groups of interest 
 

https://www.themajestictheatre.com.au/
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/things-to-see-and-do/council-venues-and-precincts/brisbane-city-hall/brisbane-city-hall-events
https://www.organsociety.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/organsocietyqld/
https://blog.qagoma.qld.gov.au/1929-wurlitzer-brings-silent-films-back-to-life/?fbclid=IwAR2hZkmIY1pG1QBQmlql20TYCfn7AszS0p7NuSr0NsznC4XImKiwsTVAGIU

